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Original Message-
From: John Guffey [mailto:jeuffevi@eaglerockschool.org]
Sent: Friday, May 07. 2004 7:15 AM

To: tom.grim@oak.doe.gov

Subject: Planned increase of nuclear activities

Dear Mr. Grim.

Please consider this letter with my comments on the environmental and proliferation risks
from proposed nuclear weapons development and new plutonium and tritium programs at
the U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory
(LLNL),

T write to you because the DOE has prepared a draft Site Wide Environmental Impact
Statement (SWEIS) that proposes to ramp up nuclear weapons activities at the Livermore
Lab in Northern California. Livermore Lab is working on the design of a new, high-yield
nuclear bunker-buster, called the "Robust Nuclear Earth Penetrator.” and [ oppose its
development.

Additionally, I oppose the development of so-called "mini-nukes" and other new nuclear
weapons concepts being researched at Livermore Lab.

Here are my comments on six dangerous new programs being proposed at Livermore

Lab.

1. Storage of More Nuclear Materials: This plan will more than double

the storage limit for plutonium at Livermore Lab from 1,540 pounds to 3,300 pounds. It
would increase the radioactive tritium storage limit from 30 grams to 35 grams. I join
California Peace Action and the Livermore-based Tri-Valley CAREs group in calling on
DOE to de-inventory the plutonium and tritium stocks at Livermore Lab, not increase
them.

2. Plutonium Atomic Vapor Laser Isotope Separation (AVLIS): This plan

will revive a project that was canceled more than 10 years ago because it was dangerous
and unnecessary, The project is Plutonium AVLIS. This is a scheme to heat and vaporize
plutonium and then shoot multiple laser beams through the hot vapor to separate out
plutonium isotopes. To do this, Livermore Lab plans to increase the amount of plutonium
that can be used at one time in any one room from 44 pounds to 132 pounds a 3-fold
increase. I join California Peace Action and the Livermore-based Tri-Valley CAREs in
calling for cancellation of this project.

3. Dangerous New Experiments in the National Ignition Facility Mega-Laser: This
plan will add plutonium, highly-enriched uranium and lithium hydride to experiments in
the National Ignition Facility (NIF) mega-laser when it is completed at Livermore Lab.
Using these materials in the NIF will increase its usefulness for nuclear weapons
development. It will also make the NIF more hazardous to workers and the environment.
1join California Peace Action and the Livermore-based Tri-Valley CAREs in calling for
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5/37.01

6/39.01

7/35.01

8/04.01

9/07.01

a close out of the NIF project and termination of plans to use plutonium and other new
materials in it.

4. New Technologies for Producing Plutonium Bomb Cores: This plan makes
Livermore Lab the place to test new manufacturing technologies for producing plutonium
pits for nuclear weapons. A pit is the softball-sized piece of plutonium that sits inside a
modemn nuclear weapon and triggers its thermonuclear explosion. DOE says these new
technologies will then be used in a new bomb core factory, called the Modern Pit Facility
(MPF).

TheLivermore Lab plutonium pit program will enable the MPF and production of 150 -
450 plutonium bomb cores annually, with the ability to run double shifts and produce 900
per year. This production capability would approximate the combined nuclear arsenals of
France and China each year. [ join California Peace Action and the Livermore-based Tri-
Valley CARES in calling for termination of this technology development project.

5. Enhancing Readiness to R Full-Scale Nuclear Tests: This plan

calls for Livermore Lab to develop diagnostics to "enhance” the nation's readiness to
conduct full-scale underground nuclear tests at the Nevada Test Site. This is a dangerous
step back to the days of unrestrained nuclear testing and [ join with California Peace
Action and Tri-Valley CAREs to oppose any move to "enhance” U.S. readiness to
conduct full-scale tests.

6. Mixing Bugs and Bombs: This plan mixes bugs and bombs at Livermore

Lab. It calls for collocating an advanced bio-warfare agent research facility with nuclear
weapons activities in a classified area at Livermore Lab. The DOE proposes genetic
modification and aerosolization (spraying) with live anthrax, plague and other deadly
pathogens on site at LLNL.

Thiscould weaken the international biological weapons treal
workers, the public and the environment here in the Californi
Interestingly, this program is listed as part of LLNL's "no action alternative" as though it
were an existing program -- even though it is not yet constructed, Tri-Valley CAREs has
brought litigation against it, and a federal Judge has issued a "stay" prohibiting the
importation of dangerous pathogens into the facility while the lawsuit moves forward. [
Jjoin Tri-Valley CAREs in opposing the operation of a bio-warfare agent facility at
Livermore Lab.

- and it poses a risk to

1 believe the DOE plan to introduce new weapons programs into LLNL will promote a
new arms race and escalate the nuclear danger. Further, the DOE proposal to double
LLNL's plutonium storage limit to 3.300 pounds and triple the amount held "at risk” in
any one room increases the environmental threat LLNL poses to the people of California.
The SWEIS propels Livermore Lab in exactly the wrong direction.

Instead of proposing new weapons projects, DOE should enhance the peaceful, civilian
scientific capabilities and mission at Livermore Lab by proposing new, unclassified
programs in environmental cleanup. non-polluting and renewable energy, earth sciences,
astrophysics, atmospheric physics and others. The alternative of a "green lab™ in

Guffey, John
Page3of 3

cont.

9/07.01 | Livermore should be pursued instead of the dangerous nuclear weapons future proposed

by the Site Wide Environmental Impact Statement.
Sincerely,
John Guffey

P.O. Box 1770
Estes Park, Colorado

2-154

March 2005




LLNL SW/SPEIS

Chapter 2 - Comment Documents

Hamlett, Catherine
Pagelof 1

W "Tom  Gpomn

DOE - WNSA - L293

600 Cast

Livermore . C<tif- 94550

DW me. éeim :

j st say Mjour last name is cadicatue
Df Wramy of our )C’em of Ahe aetivities at Te
Liv&ﬂmo;e Lab. ke Envi romental IW‘M&%— Statemoud
vosol| o Simply Crightensing . Pludonivns bouch cores T
‘olegica Weapms 2 Hare w losot our nunds 7
1 as¢ ym 'f‘béms'rc:u/r e costs tn Wumcn
M—Jre,rms, s weell me o rovreada]  and woral aes.

1 ot wnritlen tiia By hand , rathen whos word-

meertt, of
Process, 1D swphasie “the gncm5 -
Concernn .
SW\QW’%'

Hamstring, Vance
Pagelof 1

S‘it)? "’AM _mul\/wwy&‘ﬂ\‘\ ;ﬁﬁa;ﬁ.ﬁﬂ;‘mlr

10401l an Liverwiowe Loz olaed o Cor Ay
23301 e yeows.  tnio gan wil dodde Prmenm \wik

Y37.0U b s, as oxll a3 eualde produchion o 150~ 050
bonbs. Asacll a5 ds oller Washy Shfl.

| ks o
YRR S

S - S S—
RRRETREPN | y g o i HFRE
|
— — P
S - R S
i
_ foe st —— N —
: - 2 s =

March 2005

2-155



Chapter 2 - Comment Documents

Harrold, Gary
Page 1 of 2
Dear eel:'tr Crim:. | B
Reaceti\ d OU'h.q B
ave. e et .
‘veated thru R
;gwfl'hd! Wars Mr. Tomz
e s 3 8
1/02.01 ’:;P 7“ e(rn "‘:m *
ay ASSte -293 &
Iy~ again 2600 Tast Av.
gxpens! +de Zwermore oq

9¢ss0

LLNL SW/SPEIS
Harrold, Gary
Page 2 of 2
2/37.01 we T tant She 4
' ke pluk
wmake p\u onw. ML
"ore-.r. Never % Neverve Never *

2-156

March 2005



LLNL SW/SPEIS

Chapter 2 - Comment Documents

Hartono, Carmen

Pagelof 1

Heffernan, Betty
Pagelof 1

1/04.01

CRARmMmeN HWARIDNG - Romal CRTHOLIC — ORKLAND Diocese

Draft Site-wide Environmental Impact Statement

far Continued Operation of Lawrence Livermore .A‘

National Laboratory and Supplemental Stockpile E‘l

Stewardship and Management Programmatic L e
Environmental lmpact Statement

U.S. Depariment of Encrgy
National Nuclear Security Administration

Written Comment Form
Mt be received on or before Moy 27, 2004

Im here Gor iy gunt whe 05
Eindecn Unibesdy i E| Salicdoe, BND don png huskand pho S &
ih_‘il'drmmdd‘ Blag 4 o Beend 1ohn owee wias & peth mekeizin

- M pudozd ok she  Las developis o Lo et
Lor e vodet dp paars. B vonw Jolev sbe Bonog she helged
deualep He & i’L h“lthr mussile i’-.r*v":jd.} by hay fuw\"-'&:s sha

S, cicls. My hucheod betvayed oy

AHellS5. ,Ilowm: Toraeld jebs 4o erade M uss tobecky So Tseasd
could delelop nuclecn witpms . My Guet holieges cn demeceas
oot Gupporks 3o Froas, Bfley Sanin olocbed o sogalish candulfe
e LS. srnd nohie 4o B\ Sloador 4o yeeloctr +s Bugh badess
candidete WH. memores ] 0 o000 preple iled flost- v e
Elde dingeed ot e U St Bk Gupik oo,

S’CI'(;\J!\'SH Vo, Cepmpma wirer wied o MNav cubeidies |
it resoeck T sk gl - oder manent euployets

— ‘H"un]é t.-é ha Al G\J‘tJ blfr‘—; 44_5'.4'_4"0

ghesics qupbesenr gd

S ;
Supoct e imgennl Dower thet U5 sonpsssie He woerd.
Hickse uax other side if mare Apsce i noodol 2

Comment forms may be mailed 10: Comment forms may be faxed 1o:
Mr, Tom Girim Mr. Tom Grim

scument Manager 1925) 422-1776.

National Nuclear Security Adminissration

ivermore Site Office, L-293

T000 East Avenue T

Livermore, CA 94550-0234
6 oromic S€C “("L"O'L
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2/03.01

31601 Medinah St..
Hayward, Ca. 94544
April 24, 2004

U. S. Department of Energy

National Nuclear Security Administration
Livermore Site Office

7000 East Avenue

Livermore, Ca. 94550

Attn: Tom Grim, Document Manager, L-293

"
Gentlemen:

I wish to express my objections to tBe nuclear weapons to be manu-
factured and held at the Livermnre;i d stored at the Nevada test
site.

It is incongruous that the United States can express violent
objections and even go to war at the possibility that there ..
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq and complain about the
nuclear weapons in North Korea, and then prepare to lay out a
full buffet of new programs to be implemented at the Livermore
Lab, all concerned with the manufacture and storage of nuclear
Weapons.

I beg you to consider the moral points of this program when there
are so many starving people in the world which would be vastly
helped by the money spent on weapons of mass destruction, as well

as the health of the people in the area.
Please give this your earnest consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Pras. Bt g piion-
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